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A NOTE FROM THE CHAIRS 

NYIFT Chair Spencer Sullivan & CNJIFT  Chair Carol BoNey
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
We are approaching the end of a spectacular year for New York and Central New Jersey IFT. Every 
Section and Sub-section event that we have held this year has sold out. The momentum we gained in 
the first half of our program year continues in 2024. We have done a great job of meeting our 
organizational goals of educating both ourselves and the next generation of food scientists.  
 
At the same time, our return to live meetings (and hockey games) allowed us to enjoy the comradery 
of our profession. Despite this success, there is still more to do to make sure that our organization 
thrives in the long term. A strong member base and the support of our corporate sponsors are critical 
to our fiscal stability. If you attended our events and appreciate the value, please share the experience 
with your co-workers. For our corporate sponsors, our programs generate goodwill towards the industry 
that we gladly share with our partners; the corporate sponsorship dues you pay help us fund the many 
scholarships we hand out at Student Night (more details about corporate sponsorship and Student 
Night elsewhere in this newsletter).  
 
We look forward to seeing all of you as we close out the year in a big way. Our Suppliers’ Day 
Committee is hard at work to make that event worthwhile for everyone. CNJIFT’s final dinner meeting 
of the year will give us all a chance to learn about hydroponics. And our final event of the year, CNJIFT’s 
Annual Golf Outing in June, will allow us to celebrate the success of a great year for our Section.  

 

Spencer Sullivan        Carol BoNey 

Spencer Sullivan, Retired (PepsiCo)     Carol BoNey, Retired (IFF) 
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CNJIFT Officers 
 

CHAIR 
Carol BoNey 
Retired - IFF 
dboneysr@aol.com 
 

CHAIR-ELECT & NY LIAISON 
Debbie Levine 
Ingredion 
debra.levine@ingredion.com 
 

PAST CHAIR 
Carol BoNey 
Retired - IFF 
dboneysr@aol.com 
 

SECRETARY 
Henry Greenberg 
Adallen Nutrition Inc. 
henry@adallen-nutrition.com 
 

TREASURER 
Ronnie McBurnie 
Groncki Associates 
ronniemcb@verizon.net 
 

TREASURER-ELECT 
Sal Mastriani 
Advanced Biotech 
smastriani@adv-bio.com 
 

DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE 
Maria Manisero (Exp. 2024) 
IFF 
maria.manisero@iff.com 
 

JoAnn Fritsche (Exp. 2025) 
Firmenich 
joann.fritsche@firmenich.com 

 
 

NYIFT/CNJIFT STUDENT 
REPRESENTATIVES 
 

Graduate Representative 
Chenge Wang 
Rutgers University 
Dept. of Food Science 
cw904@scarletmail.rutgers.edu 
 

Undergraduate Representative 
Nina Fitzsimmons 
Rutgers University 
Dept. of Food Science 
nrf28@scarletmail.rutgers.edu  
 
 
 

CNJIFT DINNER MEETING 
Learn about Hydroponics! 

 

Lettuce Talk Hydroponics  
 

Hope Neis 

Recreation Sustainability Specialist 
Robbinsville Township, NJ 

 

Tuesday, April 23, 2024 
Networking 5:00 PM | Speaker 6:00 PM | Dinner 7:00 PM 

 

LOCATION 
Ciro’s Ristorante Italiano & Cocktails 

301 Buckelew Ave, Monroe Township, NJ 
 
 

 

About the Presentation and Speaker . . . 
 

Ms. Hope Neis will discuss the benefits of Hydroponic growing. She will 
discuss the definition and the brief history of hydroponics, explore how a 
farm in Robbinsville, NJ runs and operates, and she will talk about some 
other types of growing methods.  
 
Ms. Neis is a dedicated professional making a difference as the Recreation 
Sustainability Specialist for Robbinsville Township, New Jersey. With a 
passion for education, she holds an Associate Degree from Brookdale 
Community College in Education. Her journey into sustainable practices led 
her to become certified in Aquaponics from Nelson & Pade Wisconsin, 
showcasing her commitment to innovative and eco-friendly solutions. 
 
In addition to her expertise in Aquaponics, she’s honed her skills through 
certifications in Landscape Management and Beekeeping from Rutgers 
University. These qualifications reflect her commitment to environmental 
stewardship and sustainable practices. 
 
Her journey in agriculture is multifaceted with a diverse background that 
includes serving as the former President of the New Jersey FFA (Future 
Farmers of America) Association. This leadership role allowed her to 
contribute to the agricultural community and advocate for its importance. 
 
Ms. Neis is driven by a desire to create a positive impact, and her role as a 
Recreation Sustainability Specialist allows her to integrate her knowledge 
and skills to foster sustainability within the community. Excited about the 
possibilities of sustainable practices, she continues to explore new 
avenues in agriculture and environmental conservation. 

 
We look forward to seeing you at our last dinner meeting of the year!

 

Contact us at 

nyiftoffice@gmail.com 

mailto:maria.manisero@iff.com
mailto:cw904@scarletmail.rutgers.edu
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NYIFT OFFICE 
P.O. Box 138 
Cresskill, NJ 07626 
Tel: 201-905-0090 
Fax: 201-490-5922 
 
**Note new Email** 
nyiftoffice@gmail.com 
 
Web: www.nyift.org 

 

 

CNJIFT DINNER MEETING – Ciro’s, Monroe Township, NJ 
Tuesday, April 23, 2024 

 
 

Meeting Details  
(BUSINESS CASUAL) 

SIT DOWN DINNER 
 

 Fried Calamari (during Networking) 
Networking                                         5:00 PM Salad 
Speaker                                              6:00 PM Rigatoni with Vodka Sauce 
Dinner                                                 7:00 PM  

Reservations deadline noon, Fri April 19 
Choice of Entrée  

Select upon check-in at Restaurant 
 Eggplant Parmigiana 

$55 - NY/CNJ IFT Members  Chicken Rollatine 
$60 - Nonmembers Shrimp Parmigiana 
$30 -  Students, Unemployed & Retired 
         IFT Members 

Salmon Scampi 

 Dessert 
In order to avoid being billed as a No Show  Chef’s Choice 
your cancellation must be received by Coffee, Tea, Decaf & Soda 

12 NOON Monday, April 22  

No Shows will be billed  
 
 
 
 

REGISTER by Friday, April 19  
 

Make your reservations: 
1. Complete the reservation form online at https://nyift.org/cnjift-april-

dinner-meeting/. You will have the option to pay at the time of 
reservation by credit card. Payment may also be made at the door by 
CASH or CHECK.  OR 
 

2. Telephone at 201-905-0090 or email at nyiftoffice@gmail.com. Please 
leave or email your name, company name, email address, and 
telephone number. You will receive an email confirmation. 
  

In order to avoid being billed as a NO SHOW, your cancellation must be 
received by 12 NOON on Monday, April 22 
 
 

 

Directions to Ciro’s Ristorante 
301 Buckelew Ave, Monroe Township, NJ 08831 

Visit their website at https://cirosristorante.com/ for a map and directions 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Dinner Meeting Door Prizes: If your company would like to 
donate a door prize please bring it with you to the meeting. Door 
prizes with your company logo on the merchandise are welcome! 
Your company will be recognized in an upcoming issue of our 
newsletter. 

NYIFT Officers 
 

CHAIR  
Spencer Sullivan 
Retired - PepsiCo 
swsullivan8@gmail.com 
 

CHAIR-ELECT 
Suzanne Mutz-Darwell 
Retired - Firmenich 
suzannemutz@hotmail.com 
 

PAST CHAIR  
Yangyang (Sophia) Jin 
Sun Chemical 
yangyangjin52@gmail.com 
 

SECRETARY  
Gina Cobianchi (Exp. 2025) 
Nestle US Nutrition 
gina.cobianchi@us.nestle.com 
 

TREASURER (Exp. 2024) 
Gloria Dematos Stern 
GStern Consulting 
gloriastern@optonline.net 
 

TREASURER-ELECT (Exp. 2024) 
Open  
 

DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE 
 

Dan Levison (Exp. 2024) 
Apple and Orchard 
dan@appleandorchard.com 
 

Marc Meyers (Exp. 2025) 
Meyers Consulting 
marc.meyers@ 
  meyersconsulting.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://nyift.org/cnjift-april-dinner-meeting/
https://nyift.org/cnjift-april-dinner-meeting/
mailto:dan@appleandorchard.com
https://nyift.org/cnjift-april-dinner-meeting/
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2024 NYIFT CORPORATE SPONSORS 

Become a Corporate (Bronze) Sponsor for 2024* 
 

A Corporate Sponsorship is considered a Bronze Tier sponsorship at the NYIFT Suppliers Day. 
Learn more about the benefits of a Corporate Sponsor on page 5 and compare the  

levels of sponsorships available on page 6. 
 

Thank you for supporting the NYIFT.  
Your contributions help fund the NYIFT Scholarships and Awards Program. 

A star () indicates a new Corporate Sponsor for 2024 (as of 3/26/24) 
 

 

Accurate Ingredients / Ingredient 
Resources 

Advanced BioTech  

Angel Yeast Co. Ltd.  

Ardent Mills 

Atlantic Sweetner Company  

BASF SE 

Berjé Inc.  

Brad-Pak Enterprises 

Capua 1800 

Colony Gums 
     A Brenntag Group Co. 

Costello Creative Group 

Dempsey Corporation 

Domino Foods/ASR Group  

Ecuadorian Rainforest 

Elementar Americas  

Enzyme Development Corp. 

Essex Food Ingredients 

Gold Coast Ingredients Inc.  

Hunter Walton & Co. Inc. 

IMCD US Food 

Ingredient Connections, Inc. 

Ingredion Inc. 

iSpice Foods 

iTi Tropicals 

Master Martini  

Matrix Sciences, Inc.  

MicroThermics  

Munzing 

Natara 

Nestle Health Science  

NFP Holdings LLC  

OSF Flavors   

Pacific Farms  

Revelations Biotech US LLC 

RKL eSolutions 

S. Kamberg & Co. Ltd.  

Scott Process Equipment Corp. 

Sigachi  

Starboard Consultants  

Stratas Foods  

Sunland Nutrition, Inc.  

Takasago International 

Virginia Dare
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                                                    WHY BECOME A CORPORATE SPONSOR OF NYIFT? 
 

Time to Renew or Become a Corporate 

 
The New York Institute of Food Technologists is better than ever. We invite your organization to get 

involved and show your support for NYIFT and the Food Industry through Corporate Sponsorship.  
 

Corporate Sponsorship dollars are used by the NYIFT to promote the Food Industry and provide you an 
array of services including:  
 

 Keeping membership informed of activities as they relate to the Food Industry  
 

 Developing future leaders  
 

 Supporting our students through scholarships, outreach and Student Association activities  
 

 Delivering timely programs to keep you informed of technological advances, legislative activities 
and industry trends  
 

 Providing a forum for networking  
 
 
There are many benefits of becoming a Corporate Sponsor of NYIFT that include, but are not limited to: 
 

      $100 discount per booth at the NYIFT’s Suppliers’ Day on April 9, 2024 
 

      Receipt of a full list of Suppliers’ Day participants with their name, company and contact information 
 

      Complimentary employment advertising – a savings of $200 per ad per month! 
 

      A Directory of NYIFT Food Industry Consultants 
 

      Your company name publicized in each issue of the NYIFT newsletter and on the website 
 

      A Certificate of Sponsorship by email that can be displayed in multiple locations    
 
 

There are two (2) ways to join. Use the form at the end of this newsletter or complete the online form at 
https://nyift.org/membership/become-a-corporate-sponsor/ and follow the payment instructions.  

 
Questions? Contact:  

Corporate Sponsor Chair Dan Levison at dan@appleandorchard.com 
Gerri Cristantiello of the NYIFT Office at 201-905-0090; nyiftoffice@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://nyift.org/membership/become-a-corporate-sponsor/
mailto:dan@appleandorchard.com
mailto:nyiftoffice@gmail.com
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New York IFT Suppliers Day  |  Tuesday, April 9, 2024 
New Jersey Expo Center | Edison, NJ 
https://nyift.org/events/nyift-suppliers-day/    

 

SUPPLIERS DAY SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
Your generous contribution will support our student members by funding our many scholarships and awards in 
addition to subsidizing their meeting costs and transportation. Our goal is to increase member engagement and 
supporting the next generation of food technologists. 

 

 
WHAT YOUR COMPANY RECEIVES 

(CORPORATE 

SPONSOR) 

BRONZE 
$350 

 
 

SILVER 
$750 

 
 

GOLD 
$1,500 

 
 

PLATINUM 
$2,500 

CORPORATE SPONSORSHIP includes:  
 $100 Discount  off of your Exhibitor Booth Registration (Regular price $795) 

 Full list of Suppliers Day participants with contact information 

 Complimentary Employment Advertising 

 Directory of Food Industry Consultants  

 Company Name publicized in monthly newsletter and on NYIFT website 

 A certificate of Appreciation by email to display in multiple locations 

    

Recognition Signs/Banners at  Expo     
Recognition in Show Directory     
Company Name/Logo listed on Expo Website & linked to your URL     

Email blasts sent BEFORE the Expo featuring your Company’s 
Products/Services 

 
 

1 email 

 
2 

emails 

 
3 emails 

Drink Tickets for use at Expo 
 2 

tickets 
3 

tickets 
6 

tickets 

Company Name Recognition in all Expo Marketing Email Blasts     

Featured Listing on Floor Plan  
(your company name will appear at the top of the listing) 

    

Seminar Recognition - Signage displayed at Seminar Area     
Career Fair Booth (Value $249)     

Exhibitor Booth (Value $819)     

Logo included on recognition sign on site with booth # & QR code 
(immediate access to company website) 

    

Logo displayed on virtual floor plan     

Full Color Ad in Show Directory either Back, Inside Front, Inside 
Back first come, first choice  

    

 

Select Your Level and Pay online when you register for your booth at https://nyift.org/exhibitor-registration-2/ 
or make your check payable to New York IFT and mail to: 

NYIFT, PO Box 138, Cresskill, NJ 07626 Include a copy of this form 

 
Select Your Level Here:  BRONZE $350      SILVER $750      GOLD $1,500       PLATINUM $2,500 

 

NAME:  __________________________________  COMPANY: ______________________________________ 

 

Email:  __________________________________________  Tel: _______________________________________ 

 

Amount Enclosed: $_______________   Questions? Contact Gerri at NYIFT – Tel: 201-905-0090 

Deadline  

April 4, 2024 

https://nyift.org/events/nyift-suppliers-day/
https://nyift.org/exhibitor-registration-2/
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STUDENT NIGHT RECAP 

 
The CNJ/NYIFT Student Night was held on Thursday, February 22 at the Rutgers University Cook College 
Campus – IFNH Building Atrium in New Brunswick, NJ. We had over 90 people in attendance, making it the 
largest Student Night in a very long time! Many students and professionals came to hear the panel presentation 
“Navigating the Path Ahead: Academia vs. Industry”.  
 
Each year CNJIFT & NYIFT hold a joint meeting where the focus is on students. At this meeting, Graduate students 
as well as Undergraduate students present their research in poster format. The meeting provides a unique 
opportunity for members in industry to see future professionals in food science more closely and also gain an 
appreciation of exciting new directions in food science education. During this meeting, poster presentations are 
judged by the NYIFT Awards Committee and the top three presenters receive monetary awards.  
 

Congratulations NYIFT Poster Presentation Winners 
 

1st Place $750: Abdul-Rahman Kharboutli 
Non-thermal Processing of Model Plant Beverage Formulation:  
Effect on Product Stability and Protein Sweetner Interactions 

 

2nd Place $500: Chenge Wang 
Possible Explanation for Apparent Low Oxidation of Monounsaturates:  

Reroute of Alkoxyl Radicals From Alcohols to Epoxides 
 

3rd Place $400: Michael Shen 
Fabrication of Protein-metal Gel-like Structures Through Anodic Dissolution and Electrophoretic Deposition: 

A Novel Approach for Nutrient Fortification 

 
 
To recognize academic excellence and student engagement with the food science community, NYIFT 
Scholarship Committee opened the opportunity to students at Montclair State University enrolled in the Nutrition 
and Food Science program at the Undergraduate and Graduate Level. It agreed to give 6 scholarships to students 
at Rutgers and 2 scholarships to students at Montclair. Below are the winners.  
 

Congratulations NYIFT Scholarship Winners . .  .   
 

Graduate Student Winners ($2,000 each):  
Rutgers University Students  
Jeffrey Douyere | Hayley Palmer | Chenge Wang | Yue Wu 
 

Montclair State University Student 
Karina Rosa 
 
Undergraduate Student Winner ($1,500 each): 
Rutgers University Students      
Rudra Gohil 
Alba Paz Sanchez – Scholarship In Memory of Clare Dus 
 
Montclair State University Student 
Susanne Oyedeji – Scholarship In Memory of Ruth Selle 

 
   

Congratulations NYIFT Dependent Scholarship Winner 
David Fritsche: Son of JoAnn Fritsche (dsm-firmenich) 

  

 

Special thanks to the judges this year – Carol BoNey, 
Marc Meyers, Gloria Dematos Stern, Paul Takhistov, 
and Bev Tepper. A big THANK YOU goes to Debbie 
Koch at Rutgers for coordinating all the logistics for 
the interviews and Poster Presentations. NYIFT 
received 14 applications from Graduate and 
Undergraduate Students. 

https://nyift.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/DORIS-CHEN.pdf
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NYIFT Suppliers Day 
NJ Expo Center | Edison, NJ 

Tuesday, April 9, 2024 
SCHEDULE 

9:00 AM – 2:30 PM 
Artificial Intelligence & Smart Technology: Applications from Farm to Fork  

Complimentary Light Breakfast | Complimentary Lunch 
 

1:00 – 2:00 PM 
Professional Development: The Green Pepper Project 

 

2:00 – 6:00 PM 
Expo & Career Fair 

 

4:30 – 7:30 PM 
Cash Beverages Available 

 

5:30 – 6:30 PM 
Student Poster Exhibits 

 

5:30 - 7:30 PM 
Complimentary Appetizers | Complimentary Buffet Dinner | Cash Bar 

For complete details & registration visit https://nyift.org/events/nyift-suppliers-day/ 
 

Our NYIFT Suppliers Expo is open to members and nonmembers and there is never a fee to attend 
the educational program, expo or career fair. Exhibitor fees are as low as $695 for Sponsors! As we 
have done in the past, we will be holding a Career Fair for students and professionals who are 
seeking opportunities in the food industry. The Career Fair will be located in a separate area at the 
same time as the expo which is from 2:00 to 6:00 PM.  
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SEEKING COMPANIES TO EXHIBIT AT CAREER FAIR 
If your company has a position available, if you are an employment agency 
with openings or if you would like to visit with professionals, please consider 
exhibiting at Suppliers Day. You may also conduct interviews on your own. 
If your company is an exhibiting company at NYIFT Suppliers Day you can 

have this additional booth at the discounted rate of $99 for the Career Fair. If not, your fee is $249. 
It includes a 10 x 10 exhibit space with a 6 foot table, two chairs, and signage. All booths will be 
private (pipe & drape on all 4 sides) for interviews.  We encourage you to pass this information to 
your Human Resources Personnel. Interested companies please contact Gerri at 201-905-0090 
or email nyiftoffice@gmail.com.  
You may also register directly online at https://nyift.org/career-fair-at-suppliers-day/.  
 

 
 

About our Professional Development Session: 
The Green Pepper Project  

1:00 – 2:00 PM  |  Free to Attend 
The Green Pepper Project is about investing in your future, about creating your personal development plan, and 
about making your life what you want it to be – independent from what your employer, your friend, or even your 
mother thinks is best for you! The Green Pepper Project is about the seeds of potential in YOU that are waiting 
be planted, watered, nurtured, and grown. Learn More Here 

 
 
What’s all the buzz about A.I. and Smart 
Technology? A.I. or Artificial Intelligence is not just 
a buzzword but a real game changer in the field of 
agriculture and food production. Join this free 
seminar (including a light breakfast and lunch) 
prior to the expo and career fair at the NYIFT 
Suppliers Day on April 9 in Edison, NJ. 
 
This session will introduce you to Artificial 
Intelligence and Smart Technology. You will get an 
understanding of the exciting and dynamic future of 
the food industry.  
 

 

mailto:nyiftoffice@gmail.com
https://nyift.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/The-Green-Pepper-Project-.pdf
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Artificial Intelligence & Smart Technology Applications from Farm to Fork  
April 9, 2024 – 9:00 AM – 2:30 PM 

 

NJ Expo Center, Main Ballroom – Edison, NJ 
FREE TO ATTEND and Includes Light Breakfast & Lunch 

 

Speakers & Presentations Include: 
 

Vinay Indraganti — BCD iLabs 
“A.I. in the Food Industry – All Across the Food Product Lifecycle” 

 

Mohamed Badaoui Najjar — PepsiCo 
“Digitization and end-to-end Connected Data Enabling A.I.” 

 

James Yuan — PepsiCo 
“Change Management – How Can We Make A.I. Stick?” 

 

Speaker from AI Palette 
“Consumer Insights Trends and A.I.” 

 

Wei Qin — Ingredion  
“Bytes & Bites: How Digitalization Transformed Our Food Experience” 

 

Luke Qian — Cornell University 
“The Use of A.I. in Food Safety Modeling & Data Management in Digital Food Safety Systems” 

 

Michael Walton — BCD iLabs 
“Leveraging A.I. for Manufacturing and Production” 

 

Eden Canlilar - Helios 
“A.I. in Agricultural Supply Chain” 

 
 

We hope to see you at the NYIFT Suppliers Day! The complete agenda and registration for all of 
the events can be found at https://nyift.org/events/nyift-suppliers-day/ 
 

QUICK LINKS 
 

See Who’s Exhibiting 
Register as an Exhibitor:  $695 for 10x10 Booth for Sponsors 

Register for a Booth in the Career Fair Section ($99 if your company is an exhibitor | Regular $249) 
Register to Attend: Free to Attend the Entire day’s events! 

 

https://nyift.org/events/nyift-suppliers-day/
https://nyift.org/whos-exhibiting/
https://nyift.org/exhibitor-registration-2/
https://nyift.org/career-fair-at-suppliers-day/
https://nyift.org/attendee-registration/
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NYIFT DINNER MEETING AT MONDELĒZ 

An Overwhelming Success 

 

It may not come as a surprise that the NYIFT March Dinner Meeting at Mondelēz was a 
sold out event with over 120 attendees. Those who attended had the pleasure of meeting 

IFT President Sean Leighton of Cargill as well as several IFT Board Members who are in our Section. Mr. 
Leighton gave a fabulous presentation on Leading Leaders Across the Science of Food: 5 Lessons 
Learned. If you were unable to make it, he has shared this presentation with us and it is available on our 
website along with other past presentations. Access it here: https://nyift.org/recordings_of_past_meetings/ 
 

Many thanks to Mondelēz for hosting us at their facility. The buffet was not only delicious but also 
beautifully displayed and there was an assortment of desserts for everyone’s palate. We hope that this 
tradition will continue every year as it is a meeting that we look forward to! 
 
 

 
 

GET INVOLVED IN NYIFT & CNJIFT  

Experience NOT Required   
 

 
 

It’s never too late to become involved in our IFT Section’s activities. You’ll quickly learn how rewarding it 
will be both personally and professionally. NYIFT and CNJIFT are seeking volunteers to fill positions on its 
Board of Officers and various committees such as Suppliers Night, Golf Outing, Scholarships, Social 
Media, and more.  If you are interested in participating and becoming more involved in our Section, contact 
the NYIFT Office at 201-905-0090 or via email at nyiftoffice@gmail.com. You can also contact Sophia Jin 
(NYIFT Past Chair) at yangyangjin52@gmail.com, Spencer Sullivan (NYIFT Chair) at 
swsullivan8@gmail.com  or Carol BoNey (CNJIFT Chair) at dboneysr@aol.com, or you can complete the 
form online at https://nyift.org/get-involved/.  
 

MONTCLAIR STATE UNIVERSITY SEEKING INTERNSHIPS FOR STUDENTS 

 

The Nutrition and Food Studies Department at Montclair State University is seeking internships/practicums 
for their students with local companies. Mr. Jeff Poulos is the Career & Internship Advisor for the University 
supporting both undergraduate and graduate Nutrition and Food Science students in regards to career 
and professional development.  He is working with prospective students in the Food Science field seeking 
internship opportunities for the SUMMER 2024 semester in quality assurance, product development, 
sensory analysis, dehydrated foods, beverage industry, veggie-based foods and more. Their students are 
well equipped and trained in food regulations/compliance, management and knowledgeable in food safety 
and food labs. All of these students need an internship/practicum in order to complete their course 
requirements and in turn complete their degree. Students must be advised by an on-site supervisor with 
at least 3-5 years of experience in the field (site supervisor will be asked by the student to complete mid 
and final performance reviews). Ultimately, the site supervisor's responsibility is to ensure the student has 
a fulfilling and meaningful experience. 
 
If your company has such openings or would like to learn more about the program, please contact  
Mr. Jeff Poulos via email at poulosj@montclair.edu or by phone at 973-655-7902. 

https://nyift.org/recordings_of_past_meetings/
mailto:nyiftoffice@gmail.com
mailto:yangyangjin52@gmail.com
mailto:swsullivan8@gmail.com
mailto:dboneysr@aol.com
https://nyift.org/get-involved/
mailto:poulosj@montclair.edu
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Are you a Food Scientist in New Jersey? 
Are you aware of climate change? 

 
Research Participants wanted. 

 

 
 
 

 We are looking at New Jersey Food Scientists’ behaviors and 
opinions on diet in relation to climate change. 

 This study will take one hour, during one session, in a one-on-one 
Zoom or in-person interview, whichever is more convenient for you.  

 Participants will be asked questions about their work and personal 
experiences. 
 

Dr. Charles Feldman, Faculty member; Jacqueline Conte, Andrea Uguna, 
and S Butler, Masters Students in the Nutrition and Food Science 
Department, are conducting this study. If you are interested in participating or 
have more questions, please contact the researchers at (614) 805-9767 or 
feldmanc@montclair.edu; contej3@montclair.edu 
 
 

This study has been approved by the Montclair State University Institutional Review 
Board, MSU IRB #FY IRB-FY23-24-3304 

 
PARTICIPANT DATA WILL BE KEPT ANONYMOUS, NAMES WILL BE CODED, AND DATA WILL BE CONTAINED WITHIN 

A PASSWORD-PROTECTED COMPUTER 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

mailto:feldmanc@montclair.edu
mailto:contej3@montclair.edu
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Rutgers University Undergraduate and Graduate Food Science Student Update 

Written by: Chenge Wang, Graduate Student Representative AND 
Nina Fitzsimmons, Undergraduate Student Representative 

 

With the arrival of spring, we find ourselves at the threshold of another exciting chapter in our academic 
journey. As we gather our books, don our lab coats, and prepare our minds for the challenges ahead, we 
are filled with a sense of purpose and determination to make the most of this spring semester. 
 
At the start of the semester, the Rutgers Food Science Graduate Student Association (GSA) warmly 
welcomed students and faculty members with a delightful afternoon tea party, celebrating the Chinese 
New Year. More than 40 attendees from various countries came together to savor an array of delicious 
Asian snacks and beverages, sharing insights from their diverse cultural backgrounds, and fostering a 
sense of camaraderie and connection within the community. We believe that diversity enriches our 
academic community, supports a vibrant exchange of ideas, and enhances our collective learning 
experience.  
 
The most anticipated event of the year, Student Night, happened on February 22 at the New Jersey 
Institute for Food, Nutrition & Health at Rutgers University. With over 40 students and 50 industry 
professionals participating in this event, the Student Night was a prime networking event and celebration 
that brought together students, professionals, and industry experts, co-hosted by Rutgers GSA and 
NY/CNJIFT. From 4:00 to 6:00 PM, attendees seized the opportunity to engage in meaningful 
conversations and establish lasting relationships. The event also featured a mini-career fair, attracting 
renowned companies such as Campbell’s, Ingredion, Kerry, and Robertet, who also generously donated 
swag items for students. Additionally, Mondelēz and Citromax, though unable to attend, contributed to the 
event's success. Meanwhile, eight undergraduate and graduate students showcased their research 
projects through captivating poster presentations, providing a glimpse into the innovative endeavors 
shaping the future of food science. This interactive platform enabled students to engage with a wider 
audience, honing their presentation and communication skills. 
 
Following the networking session, attendees were treated to an enlightening panel discussion titled 
“Navigating the Path Ahead: Academia vs. Industry.” Moderated by the Department Chair Dr. Don 
Schaffner, the panel featured distinguished experts: Ms. Tamanna Ramesh, Founder of Spark Career 
Services; Dr. Beverly Tepper, Rutgers Food Science Graduate Program Director; and Rutgers Alumnus 
Dr. Sarah (Waxman) Tully, Food Applications Innovation Lead at Ingredion. Together, they delved into the 
nuances of various career paths within the food science industry, offering valuable insights into the pros 
and cons of graduate school, strategies for achieving dream jobs, and predictions on how rapidly evolving 
technologies will impact the role of food scientists. The event also presented scholarships to six Rutgers 
students and two Montclair students. Of particular significance, two of these scholarships were awarded 
in memory of former NYIFT members, Clare Dus and Ruth Selle (both passed away within the past year). 
This event was heralded as a resounding success, effectively bridging the gap between students and 
industry professionals while elevating the visibility and recognition of both IFT and Rutgers University. 
 
In April, we are gearing up for an exciting presence at Suppliers Day, featuring an Alumni reunion. All 
poster presenters from Student Night will be there to showcase students’ work once again. Be sure to drop 
by our booth to witness the remarkable achievements of our students and the department. Your support 
and enthusiasm are invaluable as we continue to make strides in the dynamic field of food science. 
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CNJIFT GOLF OUTING 
Monday, June 3, 2024 

 

CRANBURY GOLF CLUB 
Cranbury, NJ 

 
 
 

 

 

Upcoming Meetings 

 
 

Monday  CNJIFT Golf Outing 
June 3  Cranbury Golf Club – Cranbury, NJ 
  Complete Details & Registration: https://nyift.org/events/cnjift-golf-outing/  
 
 

July 14-17  IFT FIRST Annual Event and Expo 
  McCormick Place, Chicago, IL 
  Complete Details & Registration: https://www.iftevent.org/  
 

 

EMPLOYMENT REFERRAL SERVICE 

 

TO PLACE A POSITION WANTED OR POSITION AVAILABLE AD 
 

To place a POSITION WANTED ad you must be a member of the NY/CNJ IFT.  Contact the NYIFT at 201-
905-0090 or nyiftoffice@gmail.com for details. 
 
Corporate Sponsors of the NY/CNJ IFT can place a POSITION AVAILABLE ad at no charge.  The fee to post 
a POSITION AVAILABLE ad, if your company IS NOT a NY/CNJIFT Corporate Sponsor, is $200 per ad, per 
month.  
 
Currently there are no positions available or individuals looking for opportunities. If you would like to post a 
position available, position wanted, or become a Corporate Sponsor, please contact the NYIFT office 
at nyiftoffice@gmail.com - Tel: 201-905-0090. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINES 
 

This Newsletter is a publication of the New York Institute of Food Technologists and the Central New 
Jersey Subsection. The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are the opinions of the contributors 
and do not necessarily represent the official position of IFT, or the NY/CNJ sections of IFT and 
should not be interpreted as such. 
  

May/June Issue. . . . . . . . . April 19 
   

Articles can be emailed to nyiftoffice@gmail.com 
 

  

https://nyift.org/events/cnjift-golf-outing/
https://www.iftevent.org/
mailto:nyiftoffice@gmail.com
mailto:nyiftoffice@gmail.com
https://nyift.org/events/cnjift-golf-outing/
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2024 CORPORATE SPONSOR APPLICATION  |  Corporate Sponsor Dues: $350 
Submit your application online at: https://nyift.org/membership/become-a-corporate-sponsor/  

or complete this form and return with your check. 

 

Company Name:_____________________________________________________________________ 
(As it is to be listed on the Newsletter and the NYIFT website) 
 

Contact Person:_____________________________________________________________________ 
   First Name         Last Name    
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Street Address/PO Box       Apt # 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
City      State     Zip 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone:                           Email: 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Website/URL to link your Company Name  
     
 

 

Additional Contacts: The benefits of being a NYIFT Corporate Sponsor extend to other departments, by 
providing us with the contacts in the following departments, your company can benefit the most. 
 

 Please check this box if you are the main contact for all departments 
 
Research & Development: For an Invitation to Attend NYIFT Suppliers Day 
 

NAME: _____________________________________________  E-MAIL: ________________________________________ 

 
Human Resources/Personnel Hiring: For Complimentary Employment Advertising 
 

NAME: _____________________________________________  E-MAIL: ________________________________________ 

 
Marketing Department: For Suppliers Day Expo Benefits 
 

NAME: _____________________________________________  E-MAIL: ________________________________________ 
 

 
PAYMENT OPTIONS: 
 Credit Card – Email completed form to nyiftoffice@gmail.com and pay $365 online at www.squareup.com/store/nyiftshop 

 Check – Please make check in the amount of $350 (one year sponsorship) payable to New York IFT and remit with form 
to: New York IFT, P.O. Box 138, Cresskill, NJ 07626 

 
We want Corporate Sponsors’ input.  What speakers or topics would you like to hear at NYIFT meetings?  

Where would you like meetings to be held?  Would you like to be on a committee? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  
 
 _______________________________________________________________________________  
 
 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 

Questions? Contact NYIFT Office at nyiftoffice@gmail.com  |  Tel: 201-905-0900 or 
Corporate Sponsor Chair Dan Levison at dan@appleandorchard.com  

 

Visit our website at www.nyift.org for calendar of meetings and events 

https://nyift.org/membership/become-a-corporate-sponsor/
mailto:nyiftoffice@gmail.com
http://www.squareup.com/store/nyiftshop
mailto:nyiftoffice@gmail.com
mailto:dan@appleandorchard.com
http://www.nyift.org/

